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COVER NOTE 

1. Procedural background 

1. The DNA Forum was established by the CDM Executive Board (the Board) to provide a 
space for DNA representatives to receive information on the latest developments 
regarding the CDM and carbon markets, to exchange views and opinions, to provide 
feedback to the CDM Executive Board, and to clarify any questions they may have with 
regards to their roles. This document describes the work done in the 17th DNA Global 
Forum held in Marrakech, Morocco, from 5 to 6 November 2016.  

2. Purpose 

2. The purpose of this document is to report the outcome of the 17th Global DNA Forum.  
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1. Introduction 

1. The seventeenth global meeting of the DNA Forum took place in Marrakech, Morocco on 
5 and 6 November 2016 and brought together 57 Designated National Authorities 
representatives from 50 countries (Africa: 37%; Asian and Pacific: 35%; Latin America 
and Caribbean: 18%; Eastern Europe: 5%; WEOG: 5%;). The discussions were 
organised in plenary sessions and several breakout group sessions. The agenda of the 
meeting and presentations are available on the DNA Extranet: 
http://cdm.unfccc.int/stakeholder/index.html  

2. The main objectives of this two-day meeting were:  

(a) To update DNA delegates on the markets and policy developments affecting 
CDM since the 16th meeting of the DNA Forum, which took place in 2014. This 
included general developments of carbon markets and the use of CDM therein; 
the potential effect of the Paris Agreement on CDM; as well as the decision by 
the International Civil Aviation Organization (ICAO) to establish a Carbon 
Reduction and Offset mechanism for International Aviation (CORSIA), wherein 
Certified Emission Reductions from CDM may become eligible for use. 

(b) To reflect and discuss new potential opportunities for the CDM in the emerging 
world, including promotion of voluntary cancellation of CERs, the use of CDM for 
alternative uses, especially as a tool for verifying mitigation effects of climate 
action, and the role of CDM in supporting green bonds. 

(c) To present the outcome of the Nairobi Framework Partnership collaboration with 
DNAs in over 80 countries to develop projects to support implementation of 
(Intended) Nationally Determined Contributions (NDCs)  

(d) To provide a space for DNA delegates to exchange views and experience in 
relation to their different roles, especially to support new DNAs and new DNA 
officers; 

(e) To elect the regional and global DNA Forum co-chairs for 2017. 

2. Day 1 

3. The Forum started with opening remarks from the DNA Forum Co-Chair, Mr. Albert 
Magalang, followed by the CDM Executive Board Chair, Mr. Eduardo Calvo, and 
UNFCCC secretariat representative, Niclas Svenningsen on behalf of UNFCCC 
Executive Secretary, Ms. Patricia Espinosa. The main message was that the Paris 
Agreement creates a new context for CDM, and that the unique skills and experience 
that DNAs represent are valuable assets for both the continued operation of CDM and in 
supporting implementation of the Paris Agreement.  The CDM Executive Board Chair 
also stated that the Board is happy to support the Global DNA Forum and has set aside 
funding for the next meeting if the Forum in 2018. 

http://cdm.unfccc.int/stakeholder/index.html
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2.1. Session 1: CDM in the post-Paris world            

4. This session was introduced by a presentation by Niclas Svenningsen, UNFCCC, 
providing an overview of pertinent policy and market developments affecting CDM since 
2014, including a closer look at the Paris Agreement and its potential impact on CDM.  

5. DNA representatives discussed this in more detail in regional break-out groups, the 
outcomes of which were reported back in plenary. Key findings included the strong 
potential that CDM has to contribute to climate action, both as a tool under the Kyoto 
Protocol pre-2020, and in supporting other new tools and approaches under the Paris 
Agreement, to identify mitigation opportunities, validate and verify activities and their 
additionality, and monitoring, reporting and verifying outcomes of mitigation action. 

6. There was a general recognition that the future role of CDM under the Paris Agreement 
requires clarification by parties to CMP, CMA and COP about how CDM, its 
infrastructure and the many project activities and Programme of Activities can be 
formally recognized in the emerging post-Paris context.  

7. There were also calls for continued support and capacity building in under-represented 
regions, and in particular in French speaking Africa.  

8. The role and support already provided by UNFCCC’s Regional Collaboration Centers 
was well recognized and appreciated, with requests for enhancing their capacity. 

2.2. Election of regional and global co-chairs 

9. During this session the elections of the new Co-Chairs and Alternate Members for the 
DNA Forum Chairing Committee 2017 took place and as a result, the following DNA 
representatives from four of the five United Nations’ regions were elected: 

- African (AFR) region:  
Co-Chair - Ms. Ann Nyatichi Omambia from Kenya 
Alternate Member - Mr. Gilbert Molekpo from the Central African Republic 

- Asia Pacific (AP) region: 
Co-Chair - Mr. Albert Magalang from the Philippines 
Alternate Member - Mr. Naqibullah Sediqi from Afghanistan 

- Latina American and the Caribbean (LAC) region: 
Co-Chair - Ms. J. Cristina Garcia Sotomayor from Ecuador 
Alternate Member - Mr. Christopher Stuart Williams from Saint Lucia 

- Easter Europe (EEU) region: 
Co-Chair - Mr. Jeyhun Hasanov from Azerbaijan 
Alternate Member - Mr. Mykhailo Ivanovych Chyzhenko  from Ukraine 
 

10. The Co-Chair and Alternate Member of the Western Europe and other Groups (WEOG) 
region were not elected during this session and are pending nominations. The 
secretariat will follow up and will organize an electronic election for this region only. 

11. Additionally, the Co-Chair from Africa, Ms. Ann Nyatichi Omambia, will be serving as 
Global Co-Chair for Non-Annex I countries. The Global Co-Chair for Annex I countries is 
pending nomination and election.      
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2.3. Session 2: New opportunities for CDM 

12. This session consisted of three presentations, as follows: 

2.3.1. Climate Neutral Now and the Voluntary Platform for cancellation of CERs, by Niclas 
Svenningsen, UNFCCC secretariat 

13. This presentation explained how the CDM Executive Board and the UNFCCC secretariat 
are promoting the voluntary cancellation of Certified Emission Reductions. The UNFCCC 
Platform for Voluntary Cancelation of CERs, and the Climate Neutral Now campaign 
were both presented, with a reflection on how both these tools can be used to further 
support demand and higher prices for CERs. The role of DNAs to help encourage CDM 
project participants to use the Voluntary Cancellation Platform was discussed. 

2.3.2. Evolving operating environment of the CDM, by Mr. Conor Barry, UNFCCC secretariat 

14. This presentation gave an overview of the emerging operating environment, in light of 
the Paris Agreement, introducing the new agreed aims and the possible role of the CDM 
within it. Other uses and users of the CDM were additionally presented, together with the 
recommendations from the CDM Executive Board (the Board) to the CMP. 

2.3.3. Utilizing green bonds to finance enhanced mitigation actions and the link with existing 
schemes, such as the CDM, by Mr. Massamba Thioye, UNFCCC secretariat 

15. This presentation focused on giving background information on investments and 
mainstream finance, while showing the possible climate finance instruments and how the 
Green Bond Market could serve the CDM. 

16. The day was rounded off with a Q&A and plenary discussion about the presentations. 
Questions concerned to what extent DMAs can take an active role in the presented 
areas (voluntary cancelation, CDM for other purposes, and CDM for climate finance and 
green bonds). In some cases, it was felt that new skills would be needed (especially in 
relation to climate finance and green bonds) and that capacity building would be 
required. In other cases, it was noted that some DNAs are also Nationally Designated 
Authorities for the Green Climate Fund, and therefore have an advantageous position to 
pursue win-win solutions for the use of CDM by GCF. 

3. Day 2 

3.1. Session 3: Presentation of Nairobi Framework Partnership project 
proposals baselines                                

17. The Nairobi Framework Partnership (NFP) worked together in 2016 with DNAs in parallel 
sessions at each of the three regional Carbon Forums to identify and develop projects 
that build on CDM expertise and respond to countries’ needs for implementing NDCs. 
The projects fit within the focus areas such as climate finance, technology transfer and 
capacity building for mitigation. This session launched the project proposals which 
received the most interest at each of the regional Carbon Forums. 

18. This session included two presentations and two prepared comments: 
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3.1.1. Introduction to the revised scope of the Nairobi Framework Partnership, by Niclas 
Svenningsen, UNFCCC Secretariat. 

19. This presentation provided an introduction to why NFP decided, after COP21, to expand 
its scope of activities from only supporting regionalization of CDM to supporting 
implementation of NDCs, primarily through market based approaches. The presentation 
emphasized the continued strong relevance of CDM and CDM infrastructure in the new 
NFP, and the important role DNAs have taken in working with NFP to develop project 
proposals in support of NDC implementation in their countries.  

3.1.2. Presentation of NFP project portfolio, by Luca Brusa, UNFCCC Secretariat 

20. The NFP projects were presented to the audience, giving an overview of the 
programmes made available for consideration. 5 main programmes of activities 
comprehensive of 21 projects of both regional and global scope were introduced. 
Questions were posed at the end of the presentation, which DNAs discussed and 
attempted to answer at the end of this session while split into three groups, for the first 
time divided per language not per region as per usual practice (the French-Speaking 
group, the Spanish-speaking group and the English-speaking group). 

3.1.3. The view of NFP partners on the way forward, by Ms Miriam Hinostroza from UNEP 
and Ms. Daniela Carrington from UNDP. 

21. The representatives from UNEP and UNDP commented on the importance of building on 
the NFP as a platform to move CDM and the acquired CDM expertise into the post-Paris 
world. They emphasized that both their organizations appreciated the good cooperation 
with DNAs in the development of NFP project proposals, and that they see the projects 
as high potential avenues for advancing the implementation of the Paris Agreement at 
national and regional levels. 

22. The DNA representatives then continued discussions in break-out groups, the outcome 
of which were reported back to plenary. Key observations included the views of the 
different groups in relation to the NFP project process, priorities for 2017, fundraising 
opportunities and recommendations for the promotion of the presented programmes. 
Additionally, the groups provided their views on the innovative approach introduced by 
the NFP projects during regional events as well as the global forum and held discussion 
on key topics for inclusion into the work plan for 2017. 

3.2. Session 4: EB updates  

3.2.1. Updates on CDM modalities and procedures, by Mr. Motoharu Yamazaki, UNFCCC 
secretariat 

23. In this session an update was provided about the pertinent development of new rules 
and guidelines, both as discussed in CMP and as conducted by the Executive Board. 
With the aim to simplify and streamline the CDM, the Board has considered two sets of 
regulatory documents, only applicable to project activities (PAs) and the other only for 
Programmes of Activities (PoAs). Proper introduction was given to the start of the new 
adopted regulations, opening the new process, the grace period, while the two 
processes are co-existing and the mandatory new regulations closing the old process. 
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3.3. Session 5: RCC updates on regional distribution of the CDM 

24. RCC updates on regional distribution of the CDM, by Ritah Rukundo, RCC 
Kampala and Moubarak Moukaila, RCC Lome 

25. In this session the representatives from the two Regional Collaboration Centres in 
Kampala and Lome respectively presented updates about how the RCC programme is 
supporting implementation of CDM on the ground, as well as other forms of support 
provided. In particular, the relationship between CDM and implementation of NDCs in 
the areas of climate finance, MRV and market based approaches were provided as 
examples. Participants shared their own, overwhelmingly positive, experiences from 
working with the RCC’s and proposed further strengthening of the RCCs as part of the 
implementation support to the Paris Agreement, provided by the climate secretariat. 

3.4. Session 6: Wrap up and Conclusions 

26. The wrap-up session took stock of the discussions during the two days of the meeting, 
and highlighted the continued relevance of CDM in the post-Paris world. The Forum 
thanked the CDM Executive Board for its continued support to the Global Forum, and 
requested the secretariat to further strengthen its support to local and regional DNA 
activities, including through strengthened RCCs. The Forum also called upon CMP to 
provide clear guidance, as a matter of urgency, about CDM’s continued operation 
beyond the end of the second commitment period of the Kyoto Protocol. The meeting 
concluded at 17.00 with a vote of thanks to past and incoming co-chairs.DNA 
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Appendix 1. Results of the survey for gathering feedback 
about the Forum 

1. At the end of the Forum an online survey was conducted to gather feedback about the 
event.  

2. 25 participating DNAs have provided their feedback and the following table shows the 
result of their responses. 

Table 1. Results of the survey for gathering feedback about the Forum 

Questions Responses in % 

1. In your view, which topic sessions were the most useful for you?  

(a) Plenary 1: CDM in the Post-Paris world 87.50% 

(b) Plenary 2: New opportunities for the CDM 87.50% 

(c) Plenary 3: Presentation of the NFP project proposals 50.00% 

(d) Plenary 4: Launch of the NFP project portfolio 2016 37.50% 

(e) Plenary 5:EB s and RCC updates on the regional distribution of 
the CDM 

45.83% 

(f) Break-out discussions 58.33% 

2. Do you consider that the modality of the Forum was appropriate 
with regard to the plenary and breakout sessions? 

 

a) Strongly agree 16.67% 

b) Agree 83.33% 

c) Disagree 0.00% 

d) Strongly disagree 0.00% 

3. Do you think that the breakout sessions were sufficient to 
provide enough interactive opportunities for discussion? 

 

a. Strongly agree 8.33% 

b. Agree 62.50% 

c. Disagree 25.00% 

d. Strongly disagree 4.17% 

4. Would you recommend your colleagues to participate in a similar 
event in the future? 

 

a. Yes 100.00% 

b. No  

5. Are you satisfied with the overall organization of the workshop? 
In particular, with regard to: 

Satisfied 

a. Venue Facilities 92.00% 

b. Provided material 64.00% 

c. Provision of information prior to the event 72.00% 

d. Food service (coffee breaks) 84.00% 

e. Length of the forum 70.83% 

f. Logistics 76.00% 
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3. Through the online survey, takeaways and recommended topics for future events were 
also collected and will be taken into account accordingly. 

- - - - - 
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