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CDM-COM-FORM

Stakeholder Communication Form

(Version 01.0)

This form shall be used for any CDM-related communication with the UNFCCC secretariat or the CDM Executive Board. All the questions are
mandatory unless otherwise indicated.

The completed form and any supplemental documents shall be submitted electronically to cdm-info@unfccc.int, or via fax to +49-228-815-1999 or
via post to: Sustainable Development Mechanism (SDM) Programme, UNFCCC secretariat, P.O. Box 260124, D-53153 Bonn, Germany.

SECTION 1: COMMUNICATION HEADER

Please provide your contact information.

Title:|Ms. | First Name:[Amanda | Last Name: |Tas

Name of Organization: |Protect the Forest Sweden | E-mail Address:|amanda.tas@skyddaskogen.se

Postal Address: |c/o Elin Gétmark
Country: Tycho Brahes Gata 12,

SE A1B17 CAtohara Swodon

Phone Number: |+46-73-5860099
Include country code (e.g. +49-228-815-1999)

Stakeholder Type: [Non-Governmental Organization (NGO) | If other: |

Please indicate from whom you would like to get an answer.

This communication is addressed to': [Chair of CDM Executive Board (normal track) |

SECTION 2: PROJECT ACTIVITY OR PROGRAMME OF ACTIVITIES (POA)

If this communication refers to a specific CDM project activity/PoA, please answer questions in this section (otherwise proceed to Section 3).

Project/PoA Ref. Number |04653 | If applicable, CPA Ref. Number:l |
5-digit# format 01234 8-digit# format 0123-4567
Project Cycle Stage [Other | If other: [Criticism |

If there is no specific CDM Reference Number, please answer the remaining questions in this section (otherwise proceed to Section 3).

Host Country(ies) |Uganda |

Project/PoA Title |Kachung Forest Project: Afforestation on Degraded Lands

Technology Type [Afforestation/reforestation | 1f other: | |
SECTION 3: YOUR COMMUNICATION

Title/Subject Please cancel carbon credits deal in Uganda

Maximum 250 characters

Communication Text

Include background, details, and
conclusion (unlimited length)

The Swedish Energy Agency has faced severe criticism for its purchase of carbon credits from Green
Resources large tree plantation CDM project at Kachung in Uganda. The Agency has signed a 20 year
purchase agreement (2012-2032) with the Norwegian company Green Resources AS. In March, the Agency
announced that they have no intention of withdrawing from the project, as they consider it better to stay

Supplemental Documents

If applicable, list the title(s) of any
attached file(s) or link(s)

Debate article Swedish Energy Agency Uganda 2016.pdf
Green Resources in Kachung_Information document_final 2016.pdf

Communication text_Green Resources in Uganda_Protect the Forest.pdf

This communication may
be made public

[ves

! In accordance with the “Procedure: Direct communication with stakeholders” (version 02.0), stakeholders may address communications either (a) to the
secretariat, in order to seek a fast-track technical or operational explanation regarding the implementation of existing CDM rules, or (b) to the CDM Executive
Board, in order to communicate to the Board their views on CDM rules and their implementation, or to seek official clarifications of CDM rules.
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CDM-COM-FORM

Document information

Version Date Description
01.0 02 March 2015 This form supersedes and replaces the following:
e F-CDM-RtB: Form for submission of Letters to the Board (version
01.2)

e F-CDM-RtB-DOE: Form for communication on policy issues initiated
by AEs/DOEs (version 01.1)

e CDM-RtB-DNA: Form for communication on policy issues initiated
by DNAs (version 01.1)

Decision Class: Regulatory
Document Type: Form
Business Function: Governance
Keywords: communications
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	Title_Subject: Please cancel carbon credits deal in Uganda
	Communication_Text: The Swedish Energy Agency has faced severe criticism for its purchase of carbon credits from Green Resources large tree plantation CDM project at Kachung in Uganda. The Agency has signed a 20 year purchase agreement (2012-2032) with the Norwegian company Green Resources AS. In March, the Agency announced that they have no intention of withdrawing from the project, as they consider it better to stay engaged in the project in order to improve the situation on the ground. Green Resources has developed an action plan and the Swedish Energy Agency will monitor its implementation.

In spite of this, the Kachung tree plantation project remains fundamentally flawed – socially, ecologically and economically – and must be questioned in nearly all respects.
 
Please read more in the attached debate article which was published in the Swedish daily news paper Svenska Dagbladet on May 29, 2016.  

We object to any further issuance of CERs for the Kachung CDM project - Project 4653: Kachung Forest Project: Afforestation on Degraded Lands: 

https://cdm.unfccc.int/Projects/DB/TUEV-SUED1301918616.32/view

There are many problems with the information in the project design document submitted in December 2012 and then revised in the monitoring report in March 2013:

https://cdm.unfccc.int/filestorage/v/z/SUTEFBQ1JZPCDWYR26L9GOA5KN3IX0.pdf/4653-MR-%202013%2003%2001.pdf?t=U2d8bzhrczdrfDCxvDeWWE598vxpRiKtvg0_
 
 It states that the estimation of baseline net GHG removals was assumed to be zero as per the applicable methodology for the plantation site. The leakage due to displacement of agricultural activities for the planned 2012 verification was 61.8 tonnes CO2 (20.8 tonnes in 2010; 20.8 tonnes in 2011; 20.8 tonnes in 2012). Between the years 2006-2009 it was 0 tonnes CO2. The entire project was supposed to have sequestered 30,492 tonnes during the same period i.e. 1st October 2006 to 22nd November 2012.

There is no reference in the monitoring report to the impact of fast growing plantation trees on water resources, although it does mention drilling boreholes to supply water to local communities. It states: "3. To promote environmental conservation such as soil conservation, protection of water sources and enhancement of biodiversity through the protection and management of existing indigenous flora and fauna and where possible enrichment planting with indigenous tree species."

There is ample documented evidence of the high water consumption and invasiveness of Pinus caribaea, and it must be the responsibility of the CDM Executive Board to verify the information submitted or omitted, rather than relying on Green Resource's dubious claims.

The report also states: "Note: 9.3 hectares of Maesopsis planted in 2010 failed and this has been excluded."  Green Resources did not keep to its original undertaking to include an area planted with an indigenous tree species, which was probably one of the reasons for the project proposal being approved by the CDM board and accepted by the Swedish Energy Agency. Maesopsis eminii was planned to be planted on 220 ha, but was substituted with Pinus caribaea without giving an explanation for the change. 

Also, why does the CDM project page only mention CERs being issued until the end of 2012:

https://cdm.unfccc.int/Projects/DB/TUEV-SUED1301918616.32/view 

Has any CERs been issued since? 

Yours sincerely,
Amanda Tas, Protect the Forest Sweden
Associate Professor Kristen Lyons, Senior Research Fellow, Oakland Institute.
Wally Menne, Timberwatch, South Africa
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