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Background – EB 67

• At EB 67, the Board considered a concept note on a proposed 
measure to meet the CMP 7 mandate to develop a voluntary
measure to highlight the sustainable development co-benefits of 
CDM project activities and programmes of activities (PoA)

• The Board requested the secretariat to develop the proposed tool 
based on implementation “option 2” in the concept note with the 
following features:
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 A checklist approach based on best practices and drawing on a 
wide selection of possible sources

 Flexibility to include the voluntary tool in existing CDM
documents and workflows

 A project participant or CME may choose to make:

o An initial declaration using the voluntary tool; and

o Update, change or withdraw the initial declaration if 
circumstances change at any time prior to or after registration 
of the CDM project activity or PoA

 Does NOT cater for validation and verification of the claims



Elements of the voluntary tool – checklist approach

• The draft voluntary tool comprises a checklist, against which project 
participants can indicate:

 The co-benefit contribution to the community, host country, 
environment etc

 The relative importance of each co-benefit contribution

• Against three sustainable development dimensions:

 Environmental
 Social
 Economic

• As well as section on confirming no negative impacts
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Elements of the voluntary tool – SD dimensions



Elements of the voluntary tool – Negative impacts



Elements of the voluntary tool – wide selection of sources

Inter alia:

• CDM project documentation (all registered projects up to March 

2012)

• IPCC AR5 WG III

• German International Climate Initiative (ICI)

• The Gold Standard

• The Crown Standard

• UN Millennium Development Goals

• UN Global Compact

• Extensive peer reviewed literature sources



Elements of the voluntary tool – existing CDM workflows 

• Current design is an online check box tool

• In order to allow updates by project participants through life of the 

CDM project activity or PoA, implementation options include:

 Link or reference in PDD and PoA-DD to use of tool, which, if 

used, would also meet Project standard para 31(g) requirement 

to explain the contribution of the CDM project activity or PoA to 

sustainable development

 Output of tool would be linked to/associated with project 

activity/PoA webpage

 Archived versions would remain available on web page



Stakeholder inputs 

• Today we are seeking inputs on the very early design phase tool, in 
particular:

 Substantive content – suggestions for criteria and indicators or 
sources of information/best practice

 Implementation – comments on the proposed delivery method, 
design features to maximize uptake of the tool

 Operational – practical issues that need to be addressed in the 
design of the tool and delivery method e.g. how to ensure 
authorized representative submits information 



Thank you

We look forward to your inputs


