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Experience has shown that websites envisaging to serve as a clearinghouse for CDM projects and CDM service providers (e.g. www.cdm-connect.org , http://www.cdmbrazil.com.br/) soon tend to be clogged by outdated information. They thus rapidly loose attractiveness. No such website has managed to provide continuous services. This can only be avoided by one of the following features

· automatic deletion of text not updated for 6 months after a warning has been sent to the entity that posted the text that the text will be deleted unless confirmed or updated

· payment of a small fee for posting text

· active webmaster with a good knowledge of the CDM scanning the site regularly and deleting text that is no longer relevant after having asked the submitter to update it

Another issue is the quality of the information posted due to adverse selection. Attractive CDM projects tend to directly go to brokers / buying programmes. Only those project developers that do not manage to complete these routes will submit their information to the bazaar which would then become a repository for the speculative and low-quality CDM project ideas. To enhance the quality of the project submissions, the bazaar could offer due diligence services against a small fee. One however would have to be careful not to provide unfair competition to businesses providing such services commercially.

The component “events, research and other information” requires criteria what events/research papers should be covered. Given that URC is organising CDM-related events and writing research papers itself (so not being a neutral “observer”) there should be clear rules to avoid that this section is seen as a promotion tool for URC’s activities. Any entity submitting an event announcement / research or policy paper should be guaranteed that the announcement / paper is uploaded. Event announcements should be deleted immediately after the event while research and policy papers should remain on the website for 1 year. Notice should be given after 1 year whether the entity still wants to have the paper available on the website.
