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Comments on procedures for demonstrating eligibility of land for CDM AR purposes

· If the vegetation categorized as non- woody meet the national forest thresholds would it be eligible?

Vegetation categorized as non-woody under good environmental conditions could also meet the national thresholds for the definition of forest as the selected criteria are height and crown cover. Even though classification system allows shrubs, sub-shrubs and vines to be classified under woody forms, the exclusion and/or inclusion of non-woody forms need to be justified. The tree – shrub dichotomy is also not a universally applicable concept. If any form of vegetation that could meet the national forest thresholds is the determining factor then the term ‘woody’ could be safely eliminated.

· Since non-trees are also eligible the term ‘plant height’ could be used instead of tree height. 

· Determining ‘height at maturity in situ’ cannot be demonstrated and /or verified using the methods provided.

Height of the plant is verifiable using arial photographs/satellite imagery etc. Height of a plant species at maturity in situ cannot be determined using the methods mentioned above. This could be determined onsite during a field visit, but again the height at maturity of any specific species could vary drastically due to local ecological/edaphic/ climatic conditions from region to region which might or might not meet the national forest thresholds. Tree height at the moment the project starts could be determined and verified for demonstrating the eligibility of land.

· PRA as a methodology has a vital role to play in providing necessary information and can be a valuable tool for facilitating verification. For forestry projects since the primary stakeholders are mostly the owners and/or users of the land, gathering information from them during project development and verification through a field visit is easy. Selected tools of PRA or even Rapid PRA exercise could be made mandatory as a method for supplementing evidence. A brief environmental history with degradation aspects of the land with chronology of events collected through a PRA exercise would be valuable supplementary evidence.

