February 14, 2007

CDM Executive Board

UNFCCC Secretariat

Dear Chair,

I am writing to you in response to the ‘call for public input on new procedures to demonstrate the eligibility of lands for afforestation and reforestation activities’.  

The comments below refer to the second version of the procedures (annex 18 to the report of EB 26).

Comments: 
Para 1. (a). “ Demonstrate that the land at the moment the project starts is not forest by providing transparent and complete information”
This rule should be valid for all period between 31 December 1989 and the moment that the project starts. However, the version 2 of ‘procedures to demonstrate eligibility of lands for AR’ should also consider exceptions to the rule in which, for any reason, the forest thresholds was or has been overcome, such as fallow lands, lands abandoned for indebtedness, ownership transition period etc., but, if considered the historical use, forest would never be the BAU. 
Para 1. (a). 

The additional parameter (minimum width), if eliminated, EB shall consider as requirement the use a detail scale (i.e. larger than 1: 5.000) such as that proposed by 2(a) and/or ground based surveys (2(b)).        

Para. 1 (a) iv. This paragraph is unnecessary to be proved. The rule 1.(a).1 is enough.
Para. 1.(b).iii. idem Para 1(a).
Best Regards,

Ricardo Vianna

ICF International
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