Public inputs on new procedures to demonstrate the eligibility of lands for A/R project activities under the CDM
1. For Reforestation CDM project activities this is needed to show that the land at the moment project starts is not forest, as per clause 1 a of the proposed procedures. At the same time, the land should not be forest since 1 January, 1990 (clause 1. b. iii). Since no AR CDM project can start before the January 1, 2000, there is no need of demonstrating that the land at the moment project starts is not forest. Demonstrating that the land was not forest since Jan 1, 1990 is sufficient in itself.
Thus, Clause 1. a and 1. b. could be merged for reforestation activities.

2. While demonstrating that the woody vegetation on the land was below the forest thresholds adopted by the host country for defining forest, it is not required to consider minimum land area. Minimum land area could be a constraint in deciding whether a land can be termed as forest or not, but it can not be used for the demonstrating that the land was not a forest.
3. There is no need of the word ‘significant’ in the clause 1 a iv. 

Environmental conditions, anthropogenic pressures, or lack of available seed sources prevent significant encroachment or regeneration of natural woody vegetation to an extent that could be expected to exceed—without human intervention— the thresholds adopted by the host country for definition of forest.

4. As par the clause 1. b. ii, for the Afforestation project activities the project participants should provide evidence that the land was below the national thresholds for at least four single representative years within the time period of 50 years. This is however should be made clearer that what would be the gap between these four representative years. One can, after all, produce evidence that there was no forest on the land before 50 years, 48 years, 44 years and 1 year before the project. The gap of 42 years is more than enough to grow a forest and then log/ clear it.
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