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CDM EB 60 Press Highlights

CDM Executive Board, 60th Meeting: Bangkok, Thailand, 15 April 2011
At its 60th meeting the CDM Executive Board took important decisions that should help spread CDM projects
to underrepresented areas. The Board approved its first top-down developed large-scale methodology, for
afforestation/reforestation project activities, and a small-scale agricultural methodology designed to reduce
methane emissions from rice cultivation. The CDM Board also accredited a new entity in Africa, Carbon Check
(Pty) Ltd, based in Johannesburg, South Africa. It is the sole Africa-based entity and holds the promise of
increased service to the continent.
“The CDM’s contribution to development of expertise in assessment of emissions reductions across the
world is often overlooked. There are already CDM auditors based in Europe, Asia and Latin America. I am
delighted to now see the addition of auditor capacity in Africa,” said Board Chair Martin Hession.
The large-scale afforestation/reforestation methodology (AR-AM0013) covers emission reductions from
projects located on lands other than wetlands. It was developed by the UNFCCC secretariat in response to a
request from Parties for methodologies that could help spread CDM to underrepresented areas. The
methodology is the first of about three top-down large-scale methodologies that are being developed by the
secretariat and expected to be considered by the Board in 2011.
The agricultural methodology (SSCV-III.AU) is for projects that reduce emissions in rice cultivation,
through adjusted management practices, specifically direct-seeding of crops instead of more traditional
transplanting into flooded paddies.
“The CDM work on methodologies is a major contribution to the process of identifying emission
reduction potential in developing countries. These methodologies represent a step change. They broaden access
to CDM significantly in the forestry and agriculture sectors. They have a particular applicability in Africa, Latin
America and South East Asia,” said Mr. Hession.
For the full report of the meeting see http://cdm.unfccc.int/EB/index.html. For further information
contact cdm-press@unfccc.int
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About the Kyoto Protocol’s clean development mechanism
The CDM allows emission-reduction projects in developing countries to earn certified emission reduction
(CER) credits, each equivalent to one tonne of CO2. CERs can be traded and sold, and used by industrialized
countries to meet a part of their targets under the Protocol. The CDM assists countries in achieving sustainable
development and emission reductions, while giving industrialized countries some flexibility in how they meet
their emission targets.
CDM factoids 15.04.2011
Number of projects registered

2976

Number of projects with CERs issued

1012

CERs issued to date
Projects in pipeline (Includes all projects from validation stage; includes registered
projects)
CERs in pipeline (CERs from projects at validation stage onward, to 2012, including
registered projects)

592,245,746
> 5600

> 2,700,000,000

Top five countries by number of projects registered
China

1313

India

638

Brazil

188

Mexico

125

Malaysia

90

Top five countries by CERs (Expected average annual CERs from registered projects)
China

291,394,500

India

50,413,887

Brazil

22,108,040

Republic of Korea

17,219,544

Mexico

9,823,776
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Disclaimer
EB Press Highlights are published by the UNFCCC on behalf of the CDM EB, to provide an accessible overview of
the EB meetings. It is not an official CDM EB document and should not be viewed as such.
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