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Att: CDM Executive Board 

Your ref.: Our ref.: Date: 
CDM Ref 1852 MLEH/KCHA 7 October 2008 

Response to request for review 
“Abatement of Green House Gas (GHG) emissions through biomass residue 
based cogeneration at Claris Lifesciences Limited” (1852) 

 

Dear Members of the CDM Executive Board, 

We refer to the requests for review raised by three Board members concerning DNV’s request for 
registration of the “Abatement of Green House Gas (GHG) emissions through biomass residue 
based cogeneration at Claris Lifesciences Limited” project (1852) and would like to provide the 
following initial response to the issues raised by the requests for review. 

 

Comment 1: 

The PP/DOE are requested to justify prior consideration of the CDM following EB 41 guidance, 
Annex 46, paragraph 5 and 6. 
 

DNV Response: 
DNV would like to clarify that the project was submitted for registration on 28 May 2008. At that 
time, the guidance of EB41 was not available. Hence this timeline was not referenced in the 
validation report. Nevertheless, DNV did verify various documents during the validation which 
clearly established that the project proponent had (a) prior knowledge of CDM before the start of 
the project activity, (b) the benefits from CDM was a decisive factor for proceeding with the 
project and (c) the project proponent took real and continuing actions to ensure CDM benefits. 
The timeline for the different activities are as provided below and will clarify the sequence of 
events that led to the project activity as well as the steps taken to ensure CDM benefits: 

i. The PP decides to put up a lignite based steam and power generation system on 10 
September 2004 (Annex-I) 

ii. The lignite based system is hence set up and commissioned on 27 October 2005 
(Annex-II) 

iii. The project proponent contemplates setting up a biomass fired system in-spite of the 
lignite based system being operated successfully and requests the boiler supplier 
Thermax for their opinion through a letter dated 18 January 2006 (Annex-III) 
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iv. Thermax provides their opinion on the project activity through a letter dated 16 
February 2006 and recommends that the project proponent seek benefits of carbon 
revenue from CDM (Annex-IV) 

v. The project proponent decides to take up the project considering the benefits from 
CDM on 20 March 2006 (Annex-V) 

vi. The project proponent appoints personnel to follow-up on CDM related activities on 4 
April 2006 (Annex-VI) 

vii. Talks were conducted between the project proponent and CDM consultants as 
evidenced from the status update on the project on 3 August 2006 (Annex-VII) 

viii. First mail communication with consultant E & Y on 7 August 2006 (Annex-VIII) 

ix. The biomass based plant was commissioned on 10 August 2006 (Annex-IX). 

x. Subsequent mails from project proponent to E&Y from August to December 2006 
(Appendix-I) 

xi. Appointment of consultant on 5 December 2006 (Annex-X) 

xii. Project information note prepared by consultant and submitted to PP on 16 February 
2007 (Appendix-I), draft PDD submitted on 31 April 2007 (Appendix-I) 

xiii. Submission of Project Design Document (PDD) and Project Concept Note (PCN) to 
Ministry of Environment & Forests (MoEF) on 6 August 2007 (Annex-XI) 

xiv. Validator appointed on 14 September 2007 (Annex-XII) 

xv. PDD web-hosted for international stakeholder consultation on 2 October 2007. 

 

The above sequence of evidence clearly establishes CDM benefits were seriously considered for 
the implementation of the project activity, the project proponent had prior knowledge of CDM and 
real and continuing actions were taken to ensure CDM benefits. 

Comment 2: 
The DOE is required to explain how the surplus of biomass and possible leakage have been 
validated. 
 

DNV Response: 
The excess availability of the biomass used in the project activity, namely De-oiled Castor cake 
(DOC) and saw dust has been validated from a biomass availability survey report and from 
contract agreements with several of the DOC suppliers.  

For de-oiled castor, a survey has been done determining the production as 2 500 t/day and the use 
as 2 140 t/day plus the project of 65-70 t/day. This indicates an excess of de-oiled castor of 13-
14%, which is less than the requirement for biomass leakage. Even though the PP has letters 
proving long time supply to the project activity, a survey showing more than 25% has to be 
presented during verification. 

For saw dust, a production capacity of 650 t/day has been confirmed, of which 150 t/day is waste. 
This gives a 30% excess saw dust, in accordance with the requirement for biomass leakage 
consideration. 

The entire de-oiled castor biomass assessment survey report is attached as Appendix II for the 
reference of the EB members.  
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Comment 3: 
The DOE is required to explain how a) the annual net quantity of steam/heat displaced by the 
project activity, and b) the 2 MW captive electricity (part of phase I, 16 TPH boiler) are 
accounted for in the baseline emission calculations. 
 

DNV Response: 
DNV would request the EB members to note the following pictorial representation of the baseline 
and project scenario: 

Baseline scenario: 
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Project Scenario 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
From the above diagram it is clear that the configuration of the plant is not changing in the project 
scenario. The only difference between the baseline and project scenario is that the steam required 
in the process and in the turbine for generating power is being generated from biomass instead of 
lignite. In the absence of the project activity the same amount of steam would have been generated 
by lignite firing. Thus the project activity displaces technologies using fossil fuels with renewable 
biomass and as per paragraph 6 of AMS-I.C, version 12 the simplified baseline is the fuel 
consumption of the technologies that would have been used in the absence of the project activity 
times an emission coefficient for the fossil fuel displaced. The fuel consumption of the 
technologies that would have been used in the absence of the project activity, lignite in this case, 
is calculated from the steam generated by the boiler and according to AMS-I.C, version 12; for 
steam/heat produced using fossil fuels the baseline emissions are calculated as par paragraph 10. 
This method of calculating the baseline emissions is the most accurate in the context of the project 
activity and is exactly as per the requirement of the methodology. Hence separate accounting of 
emission reductions from steam and electricity is not required. 
 
We sincerely hope that the Board accepts our aforementioned explanations. 

Yours faithfully 
for DET NORSKE VERITAS CERTIFICATION AS 

  
Michael Lehmann C Kumaraswamy 
Technical Director  Manager 
International Climate Change Services Climate Change Services 
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Annex-IV 
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Annex-V 
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Annex-VI 

Extract from the minutes of the meeting on 4 April 2006 

 

 



DET NORSKE VERITAS CERTIFICATION AS 

Annex-VII 

Extract from the minutes of the meeting on 3 August 2006 
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Annex-VIII 
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Annex-IX 
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Annex-X 
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Annex-XI 
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Annex-XII 
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Annex-XIII 

 

 


