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 What Is The SD Tool? 

 How Is It Used (Approach)? 

 Who Has Used It? 

 Our SD Tool PoA Experience. 

 Shortcomings. 

 Recommendations. 
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 UNFCCC launched tool April 2014 (but was in the 

making since EB61 or so). 

 

 “The SD Tool highlights the mechanisms contribution 

to sustainable development, while maintaining the host 

countries prerogative to define their criteria for 

sustainable development”.  
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 The CDM has a dual mandate to:  

oDeliver Climate Mitigation and  

oSustainability Benefits.  

AIM – SD Tool  

 To enhance the transparency of  CDM projects 

sustainable development benefits. 
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Step 1 
• Select a language, an activity name and type, and the action required.  

• For example, create, edit or withdraw a CDM Project. 

Step 2 

• Describe the level of  sustainable development co-benefits of  the CDM 
activity.   

• This is done along Environmental, Social and Economic criteria (Done via a 
ranking scheme). 

Step 3 
• Submit the description to UNFCCC.  

• The report is made available on the CDM website. 

5 



 

Source: Approved at CDM EB70: https://www.research.net/s/SD_tool_vers7 

1) Improvement of the 
Executive Board’s 
ability to demonstrate 
CDM support to 
sustainable 
development. 

2) Streamlining and 
publishing of CDM 
sustainable co-
benefits. 
 

3) Keeping national 
governments in 
charge of deciding 
on sustainable 
development. 
 

ULTIMATE OBJECTIVES 
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https://www.research.net/s/SD_tool_vers7
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All published SDC description reports found at: 

http://cdm.unfccc.int/SDTools/index.html 
 
 
 

http://cdm.unfccc.int/SDTools/index.html
http://cdm.unfccc.int/SDTools/index.html
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Edit Report 
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SDC Description- Economic 
SDC Economic Co-benefit 
Count 
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 The tool meets its purpose of  highlighting sustainable 

development co-benefits of  CDM PAs and PoAs in a 

structured, consistent and comparable manner. 

 Communication and the provision of  further and more 

targeted information could be a way to increase the number 

of  SD reports submitted. 

 The structure is user-friendly. 

 The criteria are suitable for our reporting needs. 
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 Further targeted information may need to be provided to PPs in order to increase 

their use of  the tool. 

 Sustainable development benefits should be incentivised: In order to strengthen 

the element of  sustainable development in the CDM, incentives are needed. For 

example: making the sustainable development monitoring report a pre-

requirement and a mandatory condition for CER issuance. 

 Wide-ranging public consultation on CDM tool: Many experts in other related 

fields, e.g. the establishment of  safeguards, participation requirements and MRV, 

have already been involved in creating similar tools and guidelines. It is essential to 

consult those experts for help for the design of  this tool. 
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 The design of  the SD tool is appropriate for its purpose, and that there is an intention to use it.  

 

 Increasing awareness of  the SD tool among all stakeholders would be a means to encourage its 

use. 

 

 The published SD description reports demonstrate that the SD tool improves the accessibility of  

information regarding SD co-benefits of  a CDM PA or PoA by allowing stakeholders to refer to 

a specific report instead of  the PDD or PoA-DD. 

 

 The published descriptions also allows for the presentation of  information in a comparable and 

structured way, consistent across all types of  CDM PAs and PoAs and that this information can 

be aggregated.  

 

 The expected impacts from the use of  the SD tool are now beginning to materialize. 

 

 Finally the SD tool meets the objective of  the CMP as a voluntary measure to highlight the co-

benefits brought about by CDM PAs and PoAs, whilst also maintaining the prerogative of  Parties 

to define their sustainable development criteria. 
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