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CDM Executive Board, 71st Meeting: Bonn, Germany, 1 February 2013 – Executive Board 

agrees plan to improve, position the CDM 

 

In a week that saw the Kyoto Protocol’s Clean Development Mechanism (CDM) register its 6000th project, the 

CDM Executive Board approved a two-year business plan aimed at building on the mechanism’s success to 

date. 

 

 The business plan and related management plan, agreed at the Board’s 71st meeting that just concluded, 

describe a range of projects intended to provide for simplicity and predictability in the operation of the CDM 

and ensure the integrity of certified emission reductions (CERs), ensure the CDM makes a growing contribution 

to the mitigation of climate change and sustainable development, further expand the geographic reach of the 

CDM, and promote the use, and safeguard the reputation of, the CDM as a mechanism for low carbon 

development. 

 

 The plans were written in the context of a carbon market that is suffering from low demand, which 

relates to the level of ambition of national commitments to reduce greenhouse gas emissions. The value of 

CERs has declined more than 90 per cent in the past year. 

 

 “The CDM is the product of many years of hard work and improvement by countries, the Board, and the 

mechanism’s many stakeholders, not least the thousands of project participants in more than 80 countries. I 

believe it can continue to make a valuable contribution,” said Peer Stiansen, the new Chair of the Executive 

Board. 

 

 “The effects of climate change are already being seen, so increased action is inevitable. Now is the time 

to improve and position the mechanism,” said Mr. Stiansen. “Tools like the CDM will become indispensable.” 

 

 Among the projects approved by the Board was the launch of regional collaboration centers in 

cooperation with existing centers and agencies that have a common interest in facilitating the increase of CDM 

projects, especially in under-represented areas. 
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 “Now is the time to invest in the CDM, especially in under-represented regions, and bring the 

mechanism through this challenging period as an even more effective tool to address climate change and spur 

development,” said Hugh Sealy, who was elected Vice-Chair at the meeting. “To do otherwise would be short-

sighted.” 

 

 At the meeting, which was devoted to strategic matters, the Board also began its work on the review of 

the CDM modalities and procedures, requested by Parties when they met last December at the UN Climate 

Change Conference in Doha, Qatar.   

 

 Mr. Stiansen of Norway and Mr. Sealy of Barbados will serve in their executive posts until the first 

meeting of the Board in 2014. They take over from Maosheng Duan of China and Martin Hession of the United 

Kingdom of Great Britain and Northern Ireland, respectively. 

  

 See the meeting report for the full slate of members and officers to the Board’s panels and working 

groups. For the full report of the meeting see http://cdm.unfccc.int/EB/index.html. For further information 

contact cdm-press@unfccc.int 

 

About the Kyoto Protocol’s clean development mechanism 

The CDM allows emission-reduction projects in developing countries to earn certified emission reduction 

(CER) credits, each equivalent to one tonne of CO2. CERs can be traded and sold, and used by industrialized 

countries to meet a part of their targets under the Protocol. The CDM assists countries in achieving sustainable 

development and emission reductions, while giving industrialized countries some flexibility in how they meet 

their emission targets.  

  

CDM factoids 1.02.2013 

Number of projects registered 6095 

Number of projects with CERs issued 2076 

CERs issued to date 1,198,829,624 

Projects in pipeline (Includes all projects from validation stage; includes registered 

projects) 

> 8933 

Top five countries by number of projects registered 

China 3221 

India 1121 

Brazil 256 

Viet Nam 218 

Mexico 164 

Top five countries by CERs (Expected average annual CERs from registered projects) 

China 733,328,854 

India 166,609,413 

http://cdm.unfccc.int/EB/index.html
mailto:cdm-press@unfccc.int
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Republic of Korea 102,805,199 

Brazil 80,220,477 

Mexico 18,838,845 
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Disclaimer 

EB Press Highlights are published by the UNFCCC on behalf of the CDM EB, to provide an accessible overview of 

the EB meetings. It is not an official CDM EB document and should not be viewed as such.  


